Emerging Canada
May 13th – June 12th 2019
Monday 13th May – Dover:
The ORCA team met up at the terminal and were eagerly awaiting the embarkation onto the SAGA Sapphire. We were
all excited about the forthcoming cruise and the wondrous sightings we may see.
Numerous guests recognised ORCA
and asked about some of our fellow
colleagues. Some had even booked
this cruise especially as ORCA were
on board! What a wonderful
welcome.
We found our way onto deck
twelve, which would become our
home from home and imagined
what sights we would see from
there.
ORCA Team(L-R): Tony, Paul, Lorraine and Cassie

Tuesday 14th May – At sea:
Our first watch started at sunrise, 05.15hrs, with a sea state four. All the team were excited and launched into
surveying with gusto. Many guests came and chatted to us interested in what we hoped to see and how we were
surveying. Although there were many pairs of eyes helping there were no cetaceans seen. This was not wholly
unexpected as we were sailing West along the English coastline in amongst the busiest shipping lanes, but we were
always hopeful.
In the afternoon we all gathered in the Britannia lounge for the ORCA wildlife presentation. It was lovely to see so
many guests who had come to hear our talk and were looking forward to finding out what whales and dolphins they
would see. A lot of positive comments were given afterwards, and it was great that many of the guests were just as
excited as we were, and some were even hoping to see their first whale. During the day we recorded many different
birds including a wheatear that joined us on deck.
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Wheatear (Credit: Paul Soulby)

Wednesday 15th May – At sea:
Our first cetacean sighting of the cruise, a pod of fifteen common dolphin, were seen leaping towards us. They seemed
just as excited to see us as we were of them. During the day there were sightings of dolphin, but they appeared too
quickly and too close to the ship to identify them. Even a beaked whale appeared briefly but again no identification
could be certain.

A pod of common dolphins (Credit: Paul Soulby)

The highlights of today were sightings of three fin whales, one of which came very close giving us a great view of the
classic form of a straight, long, black back with a sickle shaped dorsal fin.
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Fin whale (Credit: Paul Soulby)

There were a number of birds that were sheltering on the ship, one of which was a hobby. This bird of prey hunkered
down out of the wind until it had enough strength to carry on with his migration north.

Hobby (Credit: Paul Soulby)

Thursday 16th May – At sea:
An early start as the clocks had moved forward overnight but even the strong winds couldn’t dampen our spirits. We
were rewarded by the sight of common dolphin and 7 different, distant whale blows, all on the port side.
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Cuvier’s beaked whales (Credit: Paul Soulby)

After lunch the wind had calmed a little when we saw more common dolphin and then our first of two sightings of
Cuvier’s beaked whales. In total there were eleven Cuvier’s beaked whales seen, an unbelievable number. So little
data is available on these beaked whales which means that every sighting is crucial evidence of their numbers and
welfare.
After dinner we were excited to go back out on watch. We were joined on deck by an on board speaker, ecologist,
Jeff Clarke, who proved to be invaluable with his vast knowledge of all birds and their migration patterns. Now with
calm seas we sailed over the very start of the Atlantic Ridge.
We were rewarded with a small sideward blow. This turned out to be our first sperm whale, laying and resting on the
surface. He was gently breathing and letting the waves just lap over him, he could almost be asleep. With the sun
setting the day came to a close and we all left the deck eager to see what the next day could bring.
Friday 17th May – At sea
Today the weather was changeable, beginning with fog and strong winds but by late morning good surveying
conditions prevailed. Cetacean sightings were sparse. However, towards the evening, we were treated to two exciting
encounters.
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The first consisted of two breaching Risso’s dolphins just before dinner, and later, after dinner, we came across a large
rorqual whale surface feeding.
After discussion amongst ourselves and looking at photographs we had taken we identified this whale as a sei whale.
Although it was a long way away you can see from the picture the sei whale’s underside of the white jaw as he lifts his
head out of the water. While feeding he opened his mouth and turned his body around scooping water and fish from
the surface.

Sei whale (Credit: Paul Soulby)

Saturday 18th May – At sea
It was a difficult start to the day with thick fog causing visibility
issues and, unfortunately, the fog stayed with us until early
afternoon. We resumed surveying after lunch and were kept
company throughout the afternoon by long tailed skuas. By late
afternoon the sun made an appearance and shortly afterwards we
were rewarded with our first sighting: a pod of pilot whales and
Atlantic white-sided dolphin on the starboard side of the ship.
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The bitterly cold winds were beginning to bite, but the team persevered and, in the early evening, this paid off.
Another mixed pod of pilot whales and Atlantic white-sided dolphin were spotted off the port side of the ship.

Pilot whales (Credit: Paul Soulby)

Sunday 19th May – At sea
The team were up at first light and feeling optimistic about the forthcoming day. Up on deck the conditions were wet,
cold and windy. But our efforts were rewarded with quick glimpses of unidentified dolphins on the port side and then
a pod of pilot whales ahead of the ship.

Leach’s storm petrel (Credit: Paul Soulby)

Unfortunately, after breakfast, the fog closed in and the sea state increased to a sea state six which made surveying
difficult. Due to the inclement weather, deck twelve was closed and surveying was limited to deck nine, port side. No
cetaceans were sighted; however, we were kept entertained by the many acrobatic Leach’s storm petrels, fulmars and
the odd guillemot.
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Monday 20th May – St. Johns, Newfoundland

Brünnich’s Guillemot (Credit: Paul Soulby)

Surveying began before breakfast while the SAGA Sapphire made its way into St Johns harbour. The weather was,
however, uncooperative, with the wind and rain confining the team to the rear of deck nine. No cetaceans were seen
on the way in, although we were entertained by some stunning views of icebergs and assorted bird life. On land the
team assembled for an energising walk to the top of Signal Hill, during which we encountered some characteristic
Canadian land birds, one of which was a bald eagle. We also witnessed the Victoria Day gun salvo at close hand. No
cetaceans were seen today.

American bald eagle (Credit: Paul Soulby)
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Victoria Day gun salvo (Credit: Paul Soulby)

Tuesday 21st May – At sea
The sunrise produced a glorious red glow on both sea and sky. The sea state was between one and two and the sky
was full of birds flying back and forth, low across the water. Shortly before breakfast, the team were rewarded with a
pod of white-beaked dolphin. They were feeding but still interested enough to come nearer to us, leaping and
jumping and giving us some great views. While we were at breakfast, guests were treated to a close view of a mother
humpback whale and her calf, where the calf raised its pectoral fin in the air. All the guests who joined us on deck had
an exciting morning with many sightings of humpback whales. This went on for an hour before we stopped for lunch.
The afternoon got even better when, after lunch, we were treated to more pods of white-beaked dolphin. We
witnessed one white-beaked dolphin ahead of us, who “spyhopped” six times looking at us while the SAGA Sapphire
sailed nearer. Although this behaviour is documented with
other species of dolphin, for example pilot whales and orca, this
behaviour is unusual for white-beaked dolphin.

Not long

afterwards a passage of Sooty shearwaters alerted us to another
pod of white-beaked dolphin and a fin whale. Just as the day
ended, we finished with a sighting of two pilot whales. A truly
‘fintastic’ day!
We noticed that we also had a few stowaways, one of which was
hiding in the empty swimming pool, a white-throated sparrow.
White-throated sparrow (Credit: Paul Soulby)
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Spyhopping white-beaked dolphin (Credit: Paul Soulby)

Wednesday 22nd May – At sea/ Gaspé, Canada
With a change of itinerary due to the stormy night, we started watch after breakfast as we approached the entrance
to the Gulf of St. Lawrence. We were happy to see that the white-throated sparrow had survived the storms and had
been joined by a pine siskin. Our efforts this morning were rewarded as a tall blow was sighted ahead of the ship. This
was identified to be a fin whale, who then began a deep dive and disappeared below and did not pop up until after
we had sailed passed it.

As the ship slowly advanced due to the whale speed restrictions, we heard a loud ‘swoosh’ and realised immediately
that it was the sound of a whale exhaling. A whale had surfaced directly next to the ship. We all rushed to the
starboard side and were treated to the sight of a young blue whale, who slowly turned and gave us stunning views of
his splashguard, blow holes and the mottled blue/grey colouration of his back. This was accompanied by a lot of
clapping and happy hugging from the guests that saw it with us. A truly magical experience.

As we were entering the Gulf of Gaspé, we saw distant blows, one of which was identified as a humpback whale and
during lunch, beyond the lobster pots in the entrance to the bay, we had sightings of two minke whales.
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A young blue whale surfacing next to the ship (Credit: Paul Soulby)

Thursday 23rd May –Gaspé – at sea
The team went to explore and took the pathway through the wood that wound around the coastline. The birdsong
that greeted us sounded so very different to those back home. As we strolled along the track seeing fleeting glances
of brightly coloured birds, we heard a familiar sound of a woodpecker hammering his call on a dead tree trunk, this
turned out to be a downy woodpecker.

Downy woodpecker (Credit: Paul Soulby)
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We saw a variety of birds including an American goldfinch, a blue jay and a ruby-throated hummingbird, who had
newly arrived from his migration. Although we did not see the chipmunks that other guests saw the previous day, we
did see, on the way back to the ship, an American red squirrel who sat on a branch eating a twig. We thoroughly
enjoyed the relaxing walk and loved the town and the friendly people we met.

American red squirrel (Credit: Paul Soulby)

We sailed at 15.00hrs and immediately after passing the sandbank we saw three minke whales and a number of seals.
While there were a lot of guests with us on deck, a shout of ‘whale blow’ was heard. There ahead we could see a large
tall blow still lingering in the air. As the ship carried on with her present course, the whale seemed to slowly swim
ahead of us. Although we all enjoyed watching it, we knew that the whale had to change course soon. The whale was
easily identified, and soon the guests were excitedly telling each other that it was the biggest whale in the ocean, a
blue whale. We all watched in awe as he slowly swam down the portside giving us close views, not seemingly bothered
by our presence.
The watch carried on until sunset. We had further distant whale blows, one being a humpback whale and then, with
a sea state two, we saw four white-beaked dolphin who were still feeding and splashing well after we had sailed past.
What a fantastic cruise this was turning out to be.
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Friday 24th May – Sept-Îles, Quebec:
The day began with sunshine, calm seas and multiple distant whale blows. As we watched red-throated and northern
divers fly passed the excitement increased when, in the distance, a humpback whale breached several times creating
a huge splash. Humpback whales are known to breach multiple times in a row, this might be a form of communication
or for sheer joy. As we neared Sept-Îles we had more whale blows, including another distant humpback whale with
her calf. The calf eventually dived showing its dainty little fluke!

Breaching Humpback whale (Credit: Paul Soulby)

On our arrival in Sept-Îles the Orca team went for a walk along
the board walk, where we saw a pair of Ospreys flying overhead
and later one returned carrying a fish in its talons.
The evening’s surveying continued in a similar vein, with fine
weather and many whale blows.

Some of which were

confirmed as being blue whales. One swam alongside the ship
for some time, giving guests some brilliant views. The picture
below shows the blue whale’s blue mottled colour and relatively
small dorsal fin.

Charity No: 1141728

Osprey (Credit: Paul Soulby)

www.orcaweb.org.uk

Blue whale (Credit: Paul Soulby)

Saturday 25th May – At sea
This morning began at 04.20hrs with a beautiful orange sunrise over calm seas. The ORCA team were excited for the
possible sightings ahead of us as we were now sailing in known beluga whale waters.
Then we saw a glimpse of two white rounded backs rolling through the water, beluga whales! What an unexpected
sight as we had not reached the entrance of the Saguenay River yet, where traditionally sightings have been. As we
sailed further up the river more sightings of beluga whales were seen and then we decided to stop for breakfast.
During breakfast, we stood with guests watching through the windows, being treated to sights of more beluga whales
then three minke whales. More sightings were seen throughout the morning, ending with a large family group of
beluga whales swimming close to the ship port side. Many guests were enthralled watching the beluga whales with
their calves. What a fabulous morning!
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Beluga whale (Credit: Paul Soulby)

Beluga whale with calf (Credit: Paul Soulby)

This picture clearly shows the difference of the colouration between an adult beluga whale and a calf. The adult has
a white / creamy skin tone whereas a calf has a grey skin tone. A calf’s skin tone does not change to white until it is
around five – seven years of age.
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Sunday 26th - Monday 27th May – Montreal
The SAGA Sapphire arrived at Montreal at
08.00hrs. With our approach in the St. Lawrence
River being all fresh water, the ORCA team had a
rare lie in. With a mainly dry balmy 24 degrees
forecast for the day the ORCA team went
sightseeing. We walked along the tree lined
waterfront promenade, with the red-winged
blackbirds flying back and forth singing to
announce their presence. We slowly walked up
and down, chatting to guests who were soaking up
Red-winged blackbird (Credit: Paul Soulby)

the sun’s warmth on park benches.

Inside the Basilica (Credit: Paul Soulby)

We walked across the railway tracks and headed towards the Notre-Dame Basilica. Once inside, the first impression
was ‘magnificent’. The smell of hundreds of lit candles in the subdued lighting with the sunlight through the stainedglass windows, bathing everything in blue, yellow and red hues. The scene was breathtakingly beautiful as people sat
down on pews taking in the atmosphere.
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Tuesday 28th May – Quebec City
We arrived at 8.00hrs to a slightly cooler but sunny day. What a glorious sight, with the fast-flowing St. Lawrence River
on our starboard and the Château Frontenac overlooking us on our portside.

Château Frontenac (Credit : Paul Soulby)

After breakfast we head out to explore this beautiful city and onwards to the old town, with cobbled narrow streets
full of art, gift and souvenir shops. We boarded the steep funicular railway to the top with amazing views looking
down into the harbour and the SAGA Sapphire in port below.

View of the St Lawrence River (Credit: Paul Soulby
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As we walked further, we came to the horse and carriage
gathering point, surrounded by tall, mature trees. In front of us
bounded a jet-black squirrel who hopped and scampered,
running up and down the trees foraging. It was making us quite
dizzy trying to keep up with his amusing antics.
Later, on the way back to the ship, we heard a repeating highpitched call. Cassie saw that it was a chipmunk, who was sat on
a low log calling out loudly.
Chipmunk (Credit: Paul Soulby)

In the afternoon Paul was determined to find some more
wildlife. So, camera in hand, he set off walking far past
the Château Frontenac Hotel to a more secluded green
area with woods and shrubs. To his amazement he saw a
marmot a little distance in front of him. Thinking that he
would only have a few seconds to take a photo before it
ran away in fright, Paul was astonished that the marmot
calmly walked towards him, eating the yellow Dandelion
flowers as he went.

Marmot (Credit: Paul Soulby)

With the grand old buildings sitting proudly in amongst the quaint streets, it is quite understandable why Quebec City
is recognised as an UNESCO World Heritage Site.

Wednesday 29th May – St Lawrence River
Leaving Quebec behind us we sailed down the St. Lawrence River, with its vast fast flowing waters all the way from
the flood waters from the Great Lakes. The panoramic scenery was stunning, and many guests stopped to admire the
view. By 11.00hrs we started to pass the first of the large islands on our starboard and the salinity of the water had
started to increase as the first gannets amongst the sightings of snow geese, began to be seen.
Soon after midday the sighting we had all been waiting for, beluga whales! This was further up river than we thought
it would be. During the afternoon there were numerous sightings of beluga whales all gleaming white in the sunshine,
gently bobbing up and down in the small waves of a sea state two. We then came upon a larger pod of beluga whales
ahead of us. The Bridge made an announcement to the guests about their presence and soon there was a crowd of
guests watching them. Port, starboard, ahead, they were spread everywhere, which meant that all guests on deck
could spot and identify them. There were forty-four beluga whales in that sighting alone!
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Beluga whales (Credit: Paul Soulby)

Beluga whales (Credit: Paul Soulby)
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As we approached the mouth of the Saguenay River and amongst more beluga whales, a tall blow could be seen which
turned out to be two separate blows. The excitement was high as we realised that there were in fact three fin whales.
We knew that there had been sightings of fin whales in the past this far up the St Lawrence River, but it was still a
surprise. As they came into view and slowly swam past the ship’s starboard side, we could see that two of the fin
whales were a mother and calf. The calf’s blow less than half the size of its mother, as it stayed close to her side.
The head wind got stronger as the river widened, where we continued getting sightings of beluga whales into early
evening. We stayed out as late as possible before getting ready for the Captains cocktail party. In less than twenty
minutes we were out of our hats, coats and gloves and into our smart suits and dresses, talking to guests about the
fantastic day we had had.
The number of beluga whales seen today were one hundred and twenty-nine, which meant that the final total was a
massive two hundred individuals! This was the most beluga whales ever seen by an ORCA team here and surpassed
the previous number by fifty-four!
Thursday 30th May – At sea
The day began with a beautiful sunrise, which rose up full of oranges and reds on the port side. The strong gusty winds
made surveying at the bow too difficult, so we retreated down the sides. While watching numerous great northern
divers flying high above the waves, we saw a tall whale blow port ahead. Although we slowly caught it up, we could
not identify it for certain. We were now sailing at nine knots as we were in the whale speed restriction zone.
Straight after breakfast we sighted a blue whale then a fin whale off the starboard side with a few distant whale blows
an hour afterwards. It then went very quiet with only a few fulmars keeping us company.
We carried on surveying throughout the afternoon. Despite calm seas and excellent visibility there was only one
unidentified small cetacean seen. This is still data which is collated as ORCA HQ can look back at previous records and
see if any sightings were seen in previous surveys and ascertain why.
Friday 31st May – Corner Brook, Newfoundland
The day began at 05.30hrs as the sunrise rose over the
islands. We sailed through beautiful scenery with small
settlements nestled in amongst the snow-capped
mountains. The air temperature was three degrees
Celsius but with the wind chill factor, it definitely felt
much colder. The team surveyed from the sides as the
wind grew too strong on the bow of the ship.
Unfortunately, there were no cetaceans seen but there
was a new bird species sighted, a ring-billed gull.
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Our spirits were kept high by laughing with the guests who joined us on deck, who took photos of us all wrapped up,
with only our eyes peeking out from our many layered whale watching clothes.
The day warmed up considerably and the ORCA team went ashore, bird watching around the pond, where we saw
numerous warblers who had just arrived from their migration.
The weather again changed to wet and
breezy as we sailed away from the
wonderful Corner Brook, when we saw a
flock of gulls feeding on the water ahead
of us. As we looked closer, we saw twelve
harp seals, another new species for this
trip. We were amazed and delighted to
see them, as this is the southern limits of
this high Arctic seal. At this time of year,
the harp seal normally gives birth on the
Arctic pack ice.

Harp seal (Credit: Paul Soulby)

This was our last sighting, as the Katabatic Winds increased, and the outer decks were closed.
Saturday 1st June – Sydney, Nova Scotia
This was a change to the original schedule as we previously could not berth in Sydney due to an Atlantic storm earlier
on in the week. The team awoke early to the sound of the foghorn which meant that we could not survey on the sail
into Sydney. By mid-morning the sun had managed to shine through, and it turned in to a beautiful warm day. Again,
the team went exploring with camera and binoculars and found a wooded area by a stream. There they saw two types
of woodpecker, downy woodpecker and a hairy woodpecker.

Cedar waxwing (Credit: Paul Soulby)
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Woodpeckers are normally shy birds, but these were too busy concentrating on finding grubs to eat, turning their
heads, listening close to the bark of silver birch trees before pecking a neat hole with their sharp pointed beaks. Cedar
waxwings, American goldfinch, yellow warbler and a bobolink were also seen.
On the sail out, guests watched a pair of bald eagles who circled high above us using the warm thermals. The team
were determined to see a cetacean today and soon there was a shout of ‘whale’ from a guest. There on the port side
was a minke whale feeding with his companion, another minke whale on the starboard side.
A further minke whale was seen ten minutes later. Unfortunately, this was the last sighting for the day as the fog
soon came back and surveying was over for another day.

Minke whale (Credit: Paul Soulby)

Sunday 2nd June – Halifax, Nova Scotia:
Unfortunately, due to the torrential rain and thick fog there was no survey completed on the way in or out of Halifax.
We could not see the best of this city due to the bad weather and many excursions were cancelled.

Monday 3rd June – Day at Sea:
The team awakened once more to heavy fog and a high swell; hence the decks were closed, and no surveying could
be undertaken. This situation continued for much of the day, so the team were able to catch up with paper work and
sleep!
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By early evening the decks were opened enabling a couple of hours of surveying, during which several interesting
sightings were made. These included a distant whale blow and two small cetaceans, in addition a large sunfish passed
by close to port side.

Northern gannet (Credit: Paul Soulby)

Tuesday 4th June – Day at Sea:
Our morning began at 06.20hrs and there was no sound from the foghorn! A beautiful morning although a little cloud
cover prevented us getting the full glory of the sunrise. Sea conditions were reasonable but there was a strong wind
to contend with. We stayed on deck until 08.30hrs when the fog again started to surround the ship. We had seen
Cory’s shearwater and great shearwater but no cetaceans on this occasion.

Fog then kept us indoors until 13.00hrs when conditions improved and with an almost flat calm sea, we resumed our
watch. We were soon rewarded by a blue whale only around 400m from the ship with another whale blowing in the
distance at the same time.

But best encounters were yet to come, and we had a sperm whale only 200m from the ship. This whale took a few
deep breaths approaching the ship and went into a deep dive as the ship passed. This gave our team and lots of guests
a great view of the fluke as the whale dived.
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Sperm whale fluke (Credit: Paul Soulby)

Sperm whale (Credit: Paul Soulby)
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This was followed 40 minutes later by another sperm whale right next to the ship. Holding our breath, the sperm
whale had to take evasive action as the ship passed immediately next to it. This gave great views of the wrinkled
skin and small dorsal hump which are typical characteristics of this species of whale. Our watch finished at 17:10hrs
when thick fog descended, and Mr Foghorn resumed his eerie vigil.

Wednesday 5th June – Day at Sea:
We could not have imagined what a fantastic day we were about to have when the team arrived early on deck twelve
to begin watch at 06.10 hrs, to a calm, silvery sea, as the sun had not risen yet. By 06.15hrs we had our first sighting
of the day. In the distance, portside, under splashes were a pod of twelve bottlenose dolphin leaping trying to catch
up with the ship.

Fin whale (Credit: Paul Soulby)

This was just the start to a magical, fun filled but very tiring day which the team surveyed for eleven and a half hours.
Conditions stayed bright, sunny and warm with a sea state three all day. Multiple sightings were seen throughout the
day and by the end, we had seen an incredible 482 cetaceans in just this single day. This included four species of the
great whales, blue whale, fin whale, humpback whale and sperm whale as well as minke whale and three different
species of dolphin.
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The beautiful striped dolphin that we saw today, was the 14th cetacean species that we have seen on the “Emerging
Canada” cruise. We also saw many pods of common dolphin. To top off a fantastic day, we also saw turtles and
hundreds of poisonous Portuguese man o’war siphonophore (Don’t go swimming!). Not only is it not a jelly fish, it’s
not even an ‘it’, but a ‘they’. The Portuguese man o’war is an animal made up of a colony of organisms working
together. The star bird of the day was a dark phase red footed booby. This bird is usually resident in the tropics.

Portuguese man o’war (Credit: Paul Soulby)

Striped dolphin (Credit: Paul Soulby)
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Red footed booby (Credit: Paul Soulby)

Humpback whale tail slapping (Credit: Paul Soulby)
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Thursday 06th June – Day at Sea
The team arrived early on deck, following the highs from yesterday, to start watch at 06.20hrs. The sea was very calm
as the sun started to rise turning the sea yellow. In the distance, portside, splashing could be seen and then a call of
‘dolphin’ was heard. We could see a large pod of common dolphin racing towards us, leaping and splashing as they
went. Reverend Andrew Pearse joined us to see this magical spectacle of nature. This was the just beginning of an
exciting morning. The sightings continued with pods busy feeding and splashing when we realised that a new pod
sighting was in fact a new species seen on this Emerging Canada cruise, Atlantic spotted dolphin. The numerous spots
on the adult dolphin made this identification easy.

Atlantic spotted dolphin (Credit: Paul Soulby)

With many guests on deck with us, one of the best sightings of the cruise happened. A huge splash was seen ahead
of the ship. With this volume of water displaced it meant only one thing. A large whale had jumped out of the water
and the most likely whale to do that is a humpback whale. As we slowly got nearer, the humpback whale continued
to dive down showing his fluke, then in an instance, launched himself out of the water, with his pectoral flippers
waving, landing on his back, causing the huge splash. With shouts of delight from everyone watching, he breached
like this over twelve times until the ship had passed him. What a show he put on for us!

Humpback whale breaching (Credit: Paul Soulby)
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Friday 07th June – at sea to Ponta Delgado, Azores:
Superb sea conditions welcomed us at 06.10hrs for the beginning of our deck 12 whale and dolphin watch. As on
previous mornings we didn’t have to wait long for our first sighting as a small pod of common dolphin playfully passed
the ship. These were soon followed by a pod of striped dolphin and then more common dolphin. As the Island of Sāo
Miguel grew larger in our view, we had our first whale sighting of the day, a single minke whale. This was soon followed
by another minke whale and a fabulous sighting of a sei whale which passed serenely down our starboard side.

Sei whale (Credit: Paul Soulby)

As the afternoon arrived, we saw the largest sunfish that any of our team had ever seen. These can grow up to two
metres long, and a long with lots of guests, we watched this strange creature as it drifted passed us. A small pod of
Pilot whales also made a distant appearance.

Sunfish (Credit: Paul Soulby)
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On the final approach to Ponta Delgarda, we saw a large pod of
bottlenose dolphin coming towards us giving a great show of
jumping and riding the bow waves. However, in amongst these
were at least three false killer whales. These are much bigger than
a bottlenose dolphin and it got us all excited looking them up in
books as we had never seen them before.

After we docked the team walked to the Botanical gardens in
Ponta Delgarda, a popular excursion destination, and had a few
hours watching birds, frogs and an Azores noctule bat which was
hunting in broad daylight. This is only bat in the world known to
hunt in this manner.

Frog (Credit: Paul Soulby)

Saturday 8th June – Day at Sea:
It was another early start for the team. Unfortunately, we were greeted with high north-easterly winds and a sea state
four, making surveying from the front of deck 12 difficult so we decided to retreat to the port and starboard sides of
the ship. As soon as effort started ‘blow’ was shouted. Our first sighting of the day, a sperm whale logging at the
surface near to the ship on starboard side. We didn’t have to wait long before we had another whale blow in the
distance, unfortunately we were unable to identify it.

After a quick break for breakfast the team were feeling optimistic about today’s sightings. We only had to wait ten
minutes before ‘sighting’ was shouted. Guests flocked to the starboard side of the ship to get a glimpse of the whale
which was identified to be a fin whale.

Fin whale (Credit: Paul Soulby)
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The rest of the morning was a fruitful one as we had numerous whale blows in nearly every direction that we didn’t
know where to look. By the afternoon the weather conditions worsened giving us even more challenging conditions
to spot cetaceans in. Our perseverance paid off and we were treated to three Sperm whales resting at the surface on
port side. A pod of common dolphin was also sighted bow riding alongside the ship. It had been another productive
day for the team!

Sperm whale (Credit: Paul Soulby)

Sunday 09th June – Day at Sea:
We awoke to calmer seas, a change from the ‘bumpy’ night. We started watch slightly later due to closed decks. As
soon as we started watch, we had our first sighting. A tall whale blow starboard ahead. Unfortunately, it did not show
itself and so we recorded it as an ‘unidentified whale’.

The rest of the day was very quiet with not even a bird in the sky but then after hours of watching we finally saw three
fin whales. Just as the team were going to finish surveying, they saw a fin whale surface just before the ship, giving
the team very close views of his long sleek back. Then minutes later a Cuvier’s beaked whale also made an appearance,
again giving very close views. It has a strange conical head and you can clearly see that it is a male because of the
white head and extensive scarring on the top of the body.

What a fabulous way to end the day!
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Cuvier’s beaked whale (Credit: Paul Soulby)

Monday 10th June – Day at Sea:
The ORCA team were really looking forward to this day at sea. We were approaching and due to pass over the
continental shelf which continues in an easterly direction through the Bay of Biscay. This feature is known as a whale
and dolphin hot spot.

We were not to be disappointed. At 06.00hrs we started out the first watch at the front of the ship on deck 12, in
fairly brisk, cool winds. The first sighting, a fin whale, happened almost immediately and we had a succession of this
species of whale up to breakfast time. After breakfast the sightings decreased for a time, but we did have a brief
glimpse of two Cuvier’s beaked whales which passed immediately in front of the ship and then a few more distant fin
whales.

As the wind increased in the afternoon, we retreated to the centre of deck 12 and, along with lots of guests watching,
we had the very special view of this fin whale who gently passed close to the starboard side of the ship. A really
magical view.
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Fin whale (Credit: Paul Soulby)

We were also treated to a few acrobatic displays by passing pods of both common dolphin and striped dolphin.
Yesterday we saw no birds, none at all, so it was great to see several gannets, four fulmar and a great skua. We also
had a very lost racing pigeon who at three hundred miles from any land, joined us on deck. The pigeon stayed with
the ship until Dover where we saw it fly towards land.

Tuesday 11th June – Day at Sea:
Unfortunately, due to the bad weather and decks being closed, there was no survey watch completed today.
In the afternoon with a good attendance in the Britannia
lounge, Lorraine presented the guests with the final farewell
talk by the ORCA team. This included many pictures taken by
Paul throughout the cruise and the early results from the
surveys taken. With tongue in cheek the final picture of a new
whale species sighted by the Bridge crew received many
laughs in which the ORCA team gave the picture to the Bridge
for future identification purposes. This was the ‘whale’ that
the Bridge wrongly announced to the ship but then with much
laughter had to retract after it became apparent it was a pipe!

Charity No: 1141728

White sided bridge pipe whale (Credit: Paul Soulby)

www.orcaweb.org.uk

We would like to thank SAGA for giving us the opportunity to be able to collate valuable data and to spread the
knowledge of our cetaceans in these waters.
We would also like to thank Captain Stuart Horne, his officers and crew for keeping us safe on this voyage and for
taking such good care of us.
As Captain Stuart Horne explained in his speech that SAGA and his crew were all about friendship and we agree as we
too made many friends. The guests, who took the time to talk to us for a few minutes or sometimes hours at a time,
we thank you for your friendly banter and stories about your adventures and where you have seen whales before. It
has been great to see the enthusiasm and the joy on all of your faces when you saw your first whale or dolphin and
knowing that’s how we felt that first time and still do. Thank you for helping us to collect vital data that can be used
to help safeguard the future for all cetaceans and their habitats.
We hope to see you again on your next adventure with SAGA cruises and ORCA. Happy whale watching.
Cetaceans seen:
Blue whale
Sperm whale
Sei whale
Cuvier’s beaked whale

Fin whale
Humpback whale
Minke whale
Beluga whale

3 False killer whale
Common dolphin
Striped dolphin
White-beaked dolphin
Risso’s dolphin

Pilot whale
Bottlenose dolphin
Atlantic white-sided dolphin
Atlantic spotted dolphin

Total:

1,523 cetaceans seen
17 species

Pinnipeds seen:
Harp seal
Common seal

Other animals seen:
Sunfish
Portuguese man o’war (siphonophore)
Loggerhead turtle
Marmot
Frog
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Flying fish
Lion’s mane jellyfish
Squirrel
Chipmunk
Azores noctule bat
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Birds seen:
Canada goose
White-winged scoter
Long-tailed duck
American widgeon
Ruffed grouse
Fulmar
Trindade petrel
Northern gannet
Bald eagle
Azorean buzzard
Semipalmated plover
Red phalarope
Solitary sandpiper
Lesser black-backed gull
Glaucous gull
Bonaparte’s gull
Pomarine skua
Bridled guillemot
Little auk
Eurasian collared dove
Ruby throated hummingbird
Yellow-shafted flicker
Merlin
Great Crested flycatcher
Raven
House martin
Black-capped chickadee
American robin
Gray catbird
Grey wagtail
Nashville warbler
Black-throated blue warbler
Cape May warbler
Tennessee warbler
White crowned sparrow
Field sparrow
Northern cardinal
Pine siskin
Purple finch
Black -throated green warbler

Total:

Snow goose
Pale-bellied brent goose
Surf scoter
Greater scaup
Merganser
Goosander
Wood duck
Mallard duck
Great Northern diver
Red-throated diver
Manx shearwater
Sooty shearwater
Leach’s storm petrel
Band-rumped storm petrel
Red footed boobie
Double crested cormorant
Osprey
Turkey vulture
Dunlin
Curlew sandpiper
Semipalmated sandpiper Purple sandpiper
Red-necked phalarope
Lesser-yellow legs
Greater yellowlegs
Short-billed dowitcher
Herring gull
Yellow-legged gull
Kittiwake
Sabine’s gull
Arctic tern
Common tern
Arctic skua
Long-tailed skua
Brünnich’s guillemot
Black guillemot
Ferral pigeon
Wood pigeon
Common swift
Chimney swift
Belted kingfisher
Downy woodpecker
Pileated woodpecker
American kestrel
Alder flycatcher
Olive-sided flycatcher
Warbling vireo
Blue-headed vireo
American crow
Blue jay
Tree swallow
Red-breasted nuthatch
Ruby-crowned kinglet
Wood thrush
Blackbird
Robin
European starling
Cedar waxwing
Snow bunting
Northern water thrush
Bay-breasted warbler
Magnolia warbler
Scarlet tanager
Blackburnian warbler
American redstart
Yellow warbler
Canada warbler
Blackpoll warbler
Song sparrow
White-throated sparrow
Chipping sparrow
Dark-eyed junco
Indigo bunting
Red-winged blackbird
Serin
Chaffinch
American goldfinch
House sparrow
Wilson’s warbler
Northern parula

Black scoter
Common eider duck
Goldeneye
American black duck
Pied-billed grebe
Great shearwater
Wilson’s storm petrel
Great Blue heron
Broad-winged hawk
Ring plover
Greenfinch
Common grackle
Greater black-backed gull
Iceland gull
Ring-billed gull
Great skua
Guillemot
Razorbill
Turtle dove
Bobolink
Hairy woodpecker
Hobby
Eastern phoebe
Red-eyed vireo
Barn swallow
White breasted nuthatch
Hermit thrush
Common wheatear
Northern mockingbird
Yellow-rumped warbler
Common waxbill
Savannah sparrow

152 species of birds.

Charity No: 1141728

www.orcaweb.org.uk

Charity No: 1141728

www.orcaweb.org.uk

